[image: image1.png]



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

Administration for 

Children and Families




Region II




Federal Building




26 Federal Plaza




New York, NY  10278

January 25, 2002

Mr. John A. Johnson, Commissioner

New York State Office of

Children & Family Services

Capital View Office Park

52 Washington Street

Rensselaer, NY 12144-2796

Dear Commissioner Johnson:

In a January 8, 2002 letter, we provided a courtesy copy of the report on the Child and Family Services (CFS) program review that was conducted by ACF in concert with the New York State Office of Children and Family Services.  We appreciate the substantial time and effort contributed by yourself and many others in the State to the entire CFS review process.  

We have incorporated the State’s letter of January 24, 2002 as an appendix to the final report.  This enclosed report also contains some factual modifications. These actions were taken in accordance with our procedure for a two-week State agency courtesy review of CFS reports.  None of the determinations on whether or not substantial conformity was achieved in accordance with the State plan requirements found in titles IV-B and IV-E of the Social Security Act have been changed from the courtesy copy of the report previously sent to you.  

The final report will be made available to the public by ACF.  In addition, we want to remind you that Federal regulations, at 45 CFR 1355.37, require that the State make available for public review and inspection all statewide assessments, reports of findings, and Program Improvement Plans (PIP) developed as a result of a CFS review.

We look forward to working with you and your staff in the development of a Program Improvement Plan.  Mr. Junius Scott, Program Manager, Youth and Family Services Division has already begun meeting with your staff to discuss initial PIP development efforts.  The State is required to submit the PIP to the ACF New York Regional Office by April 9, 2002.  Our approval of a PIP will serve to suspend the withholding of funds associated with the applicable penalty.  
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If there are further questions or need for assistance, please have your staff contact Carolyn S. Baker, Child and Family Specialist at 212-264-2890 extension 140.

Sincerely,

Mary Ann Higgins Northeast Hub Director

Enclosure

cc:

Diann Dawson, Director, Office of Regional Operations

James A. Harrell, Acting Commissioner, Administration on Children, Youth and Families Susan Orr, Associate Commissioner, Children's Bureau

John Allen, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Communications, Office of Public Affairs Martin J. Dannenfelser, Jr., Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and External Affairs Linda Mitchell, Children's Bureau

Jerry Milner, Children Bureau

Deborah Konopko, Secretary's Regional Representative







/s/

