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April 2003
Dear State Refugee Coordinator,

A few months ago, Bridging Refugee Youth and Children's Services (BRYCS) sent out information to each state child welfare administrator about an online assessment tool to request their participation.  The focus of this assessment tool is to find out more about the challenges public child welfare workers may have in providing services to newcomer families. So far, we have received 95 responses from directors, supervisors and caseworkers from 14 different states.(AK, AR, AZ, CO,CT, DC, DE, GA,HI,MI, MN, NM, SD, WI). We would like to increase the number of respondents from 95 to 300, with at least 30 states represented. 

Some of the preliminary results show:

1. Public child welfare workers are continually seeking information and training

     in understanding the needs of newcomer youth and children.

2. Within foster care departments, respondents are concerned about

     the ethnic identity of youth in foster care and how to best assist 

     them.  Also, workers express difficulty finding appropriate

     placements for newcomer youth and children and would like more

     information on how to advise parents who have foster care children

     with a different ethnic background than their own.

BRYCS would like your help in encouraging the public child welfare agencies in your state to respond to this online assessment tool.  The following link takes you to the online assessment tool: http://www.smart-ed.com/brycs/us
(If you would like to try out the assessment tool, please do the following: Under the first question, the "Title" question, please write in the "Other" box the word "Tester", so that we can identify your data as test data.)

It would be helpful if you could forward this e-mail to your state public child welfare administrator to reinforce the need for more respondents. (Even though some states have responded, it would be helpful to have wider distribution statewide and also to have more responses from caseworkers.) 

Once we meet our goal of 300 respondents, the data will undergo a more formal Analysis and a summary of the findings will be available to the public through the BRYCS clearinghouse, accessible through the BRYCS website at: www.brycs.org

This will certainly be valuable information and will help BRYCS, and other agencies, learn about the service needs of public child welfare agencies and how to support them in their work with newcomer families.

If you have any questions or suggestions, feel free to contact me directly. If you prefer to pass on this information via fax or regular mail, I can send you a copy of this information in letter format.
Many thanks,

Kerry McCarthy

BRYCS Program Coordinator, LIRS


