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An Urban Institute study based on a nationally representative sample of families 

receiving welfare in 1997 found that current recipients were generally more 
disadvantaged than ���
�� recipients.  For example, 40.7 did not complete high school, 
compared with 28.9 percent of former recipients.  While current and former recipients did 
not differ significantly on a number of other dimensions related to employment such as 
health status, current recipients were significantly more likely to experience multiple 
barriers to work.  For example, 17 percent of current recipients had three or more 
obstacles compared with only 7 percent of former recipients.  The percentage of former 
recipients with no significant obstacles was nearly double that of current recipients – 42 
percent compared with 23 percent. 5    
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