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The Secretary of HHS, Tommy G. Thompson, designated Positive Youth Development (PYD) as a priority initiative.  Offices across HHS, ACF and its regions are being asked to develop strategies and activities to focus on youth and youth development.  The Washington DC event will feature a “National Summit”, June 26-28, 2002, with nationwide video connections to the plenary event on June 27,2002.

Currently, ACF, HHS and other federal (national & regional) agencies are forming design teams to define the content and format of conference tracks, which are still being redefined, but currently are listed as:

· Settings and Opportunities for Development and Service

· Supportive Families and Communities

· Economic Self-sufficiency and Success

· Healthy Lifestyles and Relationships

The National Summit is expected to draw up to 1500 participants from across the country and will include officials from various government agencies, state officials, representatives from national youth organizations, faith-based and community-based organizations and youth.  

Our 3rd Annual PYD Hub Conference is scheduled to convene during the same time as the National Summit, June 26-28, 2002 at the Holiday Inn Centre, Chicago, IL.  The theme; “Emerging Trends in Youth Work: The Next Level… A New Tool Kit for Youth Workers”. All ACF key priorities will be presented and invitations are being extended to our federal partners to plan  workshops. We are participating in the National Summit by down-linking the event at designated time and by planning our conference to pattern what will be taking place in Washington DC.  Call for presenter’s applications have been mailed out and the planning committee is currently seeking keynote speakers, inviting national organizations and exploring strategies to strengthen youth participation in this event. This event, hosted by Youth Network Council, our Region V T/TA provider promises to be an exciting and informative event.  If you have ideas or questions please contact Clarence Small or submit workshop information to 2002hub@youthnetworkcouncil.org.

~
The Midwest Hub hosted a Conference on “Integrating Systems for Family Self-sufficiency” in Chicago, February 5-6, 2002.  Staff from both regional offices, along with federal partners from the Departments of Labor and Agriculture served on the planning committee.  Over 200 participants from the federal departments, state officials, local governments and community-based organizations attended the conference. The focus of the conference was to address current issues affecting consumers and stakeholders and to discuss ways of effectively integrating service delivery, thereby maximizing resources and developing strategies to overcome some of the challenges and barriers to effectively serving the working and non-working poor.  Special thanks to all the RV & RVII ACF hub staff; Gary Allen, Raymond Hicks, Sherri Larkins, Joyce Jackson, Bill Clair, Kent Wilcox, Linda Lawrence, Gene Niewoehner, Geneva Bishop, Tom Schindler, Anita Langham, Michael Vicars, Joseph Smyth, and Karen Young, who were instrumental in the design and development of making this event a huge success. 





In a unique partnership between ACF and the University of Missouri in Kansas City, an 18 credit hours certification program was developed for staff responsible for oversight, funding, technical assistance, and monitoring in Early Head Start programs. Markie Crabtree, Linda Norred, Karen Mathis, Kay McKelvy, Lynda Bitner, Dale Scott, Pam Youngblood, Carolyn Sherlak, and Janet Crain, participated in this uniquely non-traditional learning experience. Courses were divided into three major 6-credit hours cores which provided the staff the opportunity to analyze, apply and assess their knowledge in the area of infant, toddler, and family organizational systems.  The instructional team was comprised of two RVII ACF staff members, Judith Guerrero Ph.D, Senior Early Childhood Associate and Earl Thomas Ph.D Professional Development Specialist, and faculty members from the Bloch School of Business.  The instructional team collaborated to provide the participants with an integrated curriculum, emphasizing the need for multi-disciplinary approaches to services for infants and families. 

~

The Missouri Automated Child Support System (MACSS) was granted full PRWORA certification for meeting the 1996 statewide child support enforcement system requirements. ACF, after several reviews, concluded that the State has successfully implemented all PRWORA child support requirements.  Missouri becomes one of only a few states in the country that has achieved full certification status.

~

The MWH continues to move forward in the area of the  Fatherhood/Healthy Marriage Initiative.  Region V staff recently attended the Illinois Fatherhood Initiative “State of Fathering” Luncheon.  The Regional office, with the participation of the Illinois child support program, will host bi-monthly conference calls for the Early Head Start fatherhood grantees. The Illinois Head Start Association plans to conduct a full-day session on fatherhood, with presentations by Q-Net and the Nonprofit Planning & Community Leadership (NPCL).

Contact has been made with several of the Marriage Savers resource personnel in the Kansas City area and plans are being developed to invite them to the Region VII office for a series of information sharing and possible training. 

While in Washington, DC., Clarence Small met with the Executive Director, Preston Garrison and staff of the National Practitioners Network for Fathers & Families to get acquainted and discuss networking opportunities of member agencies within the Hub region.  An invitation was extended for the NPNFF to present at the summer Youth Development Conference to be held in Chicago 2002. An invitation was also extended during meetings with officials of the  National Center for Fathering.

~

The 2nd Annual Hub Tribal Conference will be held, June 11-13, 2002 in Prior Lake, Minnesota.  The theme is: “Putting Our Minds Together to Strengthen and Support Children & Families.”  Workshops on Fatherhood/Healthy Marriages, Positive Youth Development, and Family Literacy will be presented by Native American experts in the field.  The planning committee is working hard to make this conference bigger and better than last year’s successful event. Dr. Eddie Brown, Associate Dean at George Warren Brown School of Social Work, Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri will be the keynote speaker and has been instrumental in the development and planning. Stay tuned for more information in our next newsletter edition.

~




Joyce A.Thomas, Midwest Hub Director, participated in a Women's History Month Presentation sponsored by the DOL Women's Bureau and the Chicago Federal Executive Board.  Ms. Thomas was one of several panelists at this event held at the Metcalfe Federal Building on March 5, 2002.  There were over 200 attendees, mostly female federal employees.  Ms. Thomas shared her work experience at both the State and Federal government levels.  

Ms. Thomas shared her experience growing up in rural Alabama and attending college in Iowa where there were few minorities in attendance.  In addition, she shared her appreciation of her husband who has been very active in  raising their daughter.  His support was instrumental in her sucess.  As a result of her participation in the event.  Ms. Thomas, along with several other executives, have decided to establish a mentoring program for professional female federal employees.  ACF, HHS and DOL will co-sponsor this effort.
~

This year, ACF, OCS and the Federal Reserve Bank system collaborated to sponsor a one-day workshop in Chicago at the Federal Reserve Bank, Chicago Branch, February 27, 2002.  Over 100 attendees representing nine of the ten MWH states participated in this event.  After welcomes from James McCullum, MWH Deputy Hub Director and others, participants were trained in the areas of writing successful applications, understanding the review process, and participated in discussing program issues.   

~

The Hub Newsletter will be published bi-monthly during this year. We want to make our newsletter a better product and an effective tool for disseminating information and highlighting best practices throughout our Hub.  Each issue will print current developments and will specifically feature one of ACF’s key priorities for FY 2002. The Mar/Apr. issue will feature Fatherhood/Healthy Marriage,  the May/June issue will feature Positive Youth Development, and the July/Aug. issue will feature Faith Based/Community Initiatives. 

Final selections for the newsletter will be at the discretion of the Hub Leadership Team.  

It also time to update our Hub Facts.  Please send any interesting facts of HUB accomplishments and/or statistics which makes our HUB unique to be included in brochures, talking points and listed on our website. You are encouraged to send information to Clarence Small, Hub Liaison.
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Associate Commissioner Harry Wilson discussing plans for the National Youth Summit at the State Collaboration Meeting in Washington, DC
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Stay Tuned for the next issue with Hub information on Fatherhood & Healthy Marriages
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