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Description

Child Care Arrangements among Low-Income Families is a doctoral dissertation project at Harvard University being conducted by Ajay Chaudry under the faculty supervision of Mary Jo Bane and funded through a Child Care Scholars Grant from the Child Care Bureau.  The main objectives of the study are:

· to understand and document the type, time durations, and cause of changes (entries and exits) of child care arrangements made by low-income working mothers in urban neighborhoods. 

· to study dynamics in child care and mother’s work and interaction between these over early childhood through longitudinal semi-structured repeated interviews

· to analyze mother’s attitudes towards different forms of child care and different providers, mother’s preferences, options, and constraints in making child care choices, and to provide contextual understanding of child care arrangements, and mother’s perceptions of quality and developmental impacts. 

· to investigate how child care arrangements interact with other aspects of single mother’s complex strategic choices, and how various factors in addition to work, such as child health issues, housing, and family dynamics influence child care choices and patterns of care.

The analysis and findings from this project will be developed into a doctoral dissertation, and then a monograph for a book.   These will include information about the frequency of use of different kinds of child care arrangements by type (center-based; family day care; kin care; informal care and parent primary care) over early childhood years (ages birth to four), the durations for all child care spells with an analysis of the reasons for child care need, child care choice (entry) and child care end or transition (exits) aggregated for all care spells, and mother’s views of their child care choices and available options—all developed from grounded research methods

The eventual monograph is expected to be published and distributed widely to policy-interested and general readers with the goal of sharing mother’s stories of their struggles to arrange child care and work, and the published report will be shared with the mothers in the study.

Major Research Questions

· What are the strategies working families in low-income urban communities adopt for their young children’s care and development? 

· How do mothers choose among alternative types of child care arrangements and consider child care options?

· How do different arrangements affect the way children spend their time during early childhood?

· What comparisons, if any can be made to the care offered families with young children in neighborhoods that differ by racial and ethnic composition, and/or the types of services available to families?

Research Method

This is a qualitative study looking at child care arrangements in low-income communities using longitudinal interviewing of a sample of low-income single mother families and participant observation in child care settings. This research uses comparative ethnography and interpretation together to look at variations in children’s care adaptations within and between neighborhood-based samples of single mother families with young children. The emphasis on local communities and the resources therein help provide a perspective on the relation of individual decisions within community-based choice constraints. 

The research design consists of these elements:

1. Semi-structured repeated interviews with a sample of mothers of young children including regular follow-up (every three months) through one year to assess changes over time.
2. Observation of children in child care settings to provide the context for nature and quality of child care arrangements and potentially the role of these in development. 
3. Additional informal interviews with neighborhood respondents including child care providers and other social services staff with knowledge of children’s development and family situations.
4. Comparative analysis in four neighborhoods for differences in available resources.
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