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Description

The purpose of this study is to follow the original participants of the Cost, Quality, and Outcomes in Child Care Centers Study in order to examine the long-term influences of child care experiences on children.  In the initial study, begun in 1993, approximately 800 children in North Carolina, California, Colorado, and Connecticut were followed from their 3-year-old year in child care through the end of second grade to examine the relations between preschool child care quality and children’s language, cognitive, and social development.  Children’s outcomes were measured each year through individual assessments, teacher ratings, and parent ratings, while child care quality was measured through independent observations.  This continuation will follow the children through the end of elementary school and will collect information about children’s school success and academic achievement through existing school records.  In addition, we will gather data about the characteristics of the children’s elementary schools from existing databases in order to examine the influence of later school experiences.  The objectives of this project are fourfold:  (1) to examine long-term school success and academic achievement in relation to the quality of child care experiences; (2) to examine whether family background characteristics moderate the relation between child care quality and school success; (3) to examine the influence of multiple environments on children, including the relative contribution of early (child care) versus later (school) environments and the continuity between environments; and (4) to disseminate our findings to a variety of audiences.

Major Research Questions

· How important is the level of child care quality to children’s school success and academic achievement throughout elementary school?

· What are the relative contributions of child care and school quality (both structural and process) to children’s development over time?  What are the effects of different patterns of continuity in preschool and school learning environments on children’s outcomes over time? 

· Are there differential influences of variations in child care and school environments on the basis of family background characteristics?

· How do child care and school financing relate to patterns of development from preschool through middle childhood?  To what extent are there direct pathways for these associations, and to what extent are they indirect through the quality and other characteristics of the classroom environment?

· How do regulatory characteristics of the classroom, child care center, or school relate to child outcomes during the preschool and elementary school years?  Are there identifiable thresholds for specific regulatory characteristics in relation to children’s development?

Research and Evaluation Design

In addition to the CQO database already amassed, which includes measures of child care quality; measures of children’s outcomes from individual child assessments, teacher ratings, and parent ratings; and measures of family background information from parent surveys, we will gather school records information, parent survey data, and school finance and demographic information.  We will collect school records information on children’s school attendance, achievement test scores, grades, referrals for special services, and retention.  Parent survey data will include updated demographic information and parent perceptions of their children’s adjustment to school and school success.  We will use existing databases, including the Common Core of Data (CCD) collected by the U.S. Department of Education’s National Center for Education Statistics and U.S. Census information, to gather fiscal data, descriptive information on teachers and students, and demographic information, by state, school district, and school, as available.  We will examine the influence of seven sets of predictors on children’s cognitive and socioemotional development and school success: child characteristics, family characteristics, child care environment, school environment, and the linkages between family and child care, family and school, and child care and school.  In addition, child and family background characteristics will also be examined as mediators of the influences of child care and school characteristics. 
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