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Description



The Center for Public Policy seeks to promote informed public policy decision-making by conducting high quality, multi-disciplinary applied research.  The Personality and Social Development Laboratory, based in the developmental division of the psychology department at Temple University, is dedicated to conducting research that explores important developmental issues that can have implications for social and public policy.  Together, the Center for Public Policy and the Personality and Social Development Laboratory, collaborate to design and conduct research that addresses the policies and regulations surrounding child care issues that affect neighborhoods and communities in and around the Philadelphia area. 

.  

Major Research Questions

Three separate, but complimentary studies are being conducted to address different aspects of subsidy use among low-income families.

Subsidy Utilization Study

· Why do families who are eligible for child care subsidies not use them?

· What are the characteristics of families who use and do not use child care subsidies?

· Are the reasons for non-use related to family characteristics?  If so, do these characteristics vary by ethnicity?

Child Care Preferences Study

· Do subsidies affect people’s preferences for child care, their definitions of quality, and the dimensions of care they are willing to pay for?

· How does availability of subsidies affect the congruence of preferences with child care choice?

· How do child care preferences vary by family characteristics, including ethnicity?

Quality & Preferences Study

· What is the quality of care used by eligible families who do not use subsidies?

· Are variations in quality related to the congruence of parent’s child care preferences and actual choice of care?

· Is using care congruent with parental adjustment to the demands of work and family?

Research and Evaluation Design

The first sub-study, the Subsidy Utilization Study, uses two methodological approaches to determine why eligible families do not use child care subsidies; focus groups and standardized survey.  Focus groups of subsidy eligible families are conducted to identify potential reasons for not using subsidies.  The information learned from the focus groups is used to determine the variables to be measured in a standardized interview.  This interview is administered to a sample of 500 families who are eligible for child care subsidies through the Department of Public Welfare and have at least one child under the age of three.  Participants are asked about their household composition, labor force participation, child care usage, family economic structure, and attitudes and values regarding public assistance.  Data collected will be analyzed in two ways.  First the survey is analyzed to provide descriptive information on the reasons that families do not use subsidies.  Second, we compare the families who do not use subsidies with families who do use subsidies according to their reasons for subsidy use and non-use.

The second study, Child Care Preferences Study, also employs two research techniques, focus groups and a factorial survey to address the dimensions that parents use in selecting and evaluating care.  The focus groups are used to generate the range of criteria that parents use to select and evaluate child care in general and child care quality in particular.  The factorial survey is used to unravel judgments of complex multidimensional phenomena.  Varying levels of child care dimensions are assigned to vignettes and the respondent rates each of the vignettes on desirability, quality, and willingness to pay.  The analyses will compare the families receiving subsidies with income eligible families not receiving subsidies.

The third study, Quality & Preferences Study, describes the quality of kin and kith care used by eligible families who do not use subsidies.  It also examines whether variations in the quality of such care are related to parental preferences for such care.  Principal sources of data will come from observations of child care arrangements, caregiver interviews and questionnaires, and maternal reports.  Correlations between the characteristics of preferred and non-preferred groups will be computed and the variables identified as potential selection factors, those found to be related to both quality and group status, will be controlled for statistically in subsequent analyses.  
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