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Description

The staff of Child Care Plus+ (CC+) at the University of Montana’s Rural Institute on Disabilities (RI) has formulated a series of research studies designed to improve the understanding of child care service issues, particularly as they impact families of young children with disabilities. The availability of child care has become the key to economic survival for most low and moderate income families.   On a national level, child care access for many families is compromised by factors such as cost, program location, transportation, and hours of operation. Available information also raises serious concerns about program quality, and the ultimate impact of poor quality environments on the development of young children.

While much of these data have been gathered in more populated regions of the country, far less information is readily available about child care services in highly rural areas.  In both rural and urban settings, little is known about the extent to which the needs of families of young children with disabilities are being met by child care programs.  The research agenda outlined is organized around four topical strands, designed to respond to these information gaps.  Research addresses the following areas: (1) the current capacity of the child care system in Montana; (2) issues of access, supply, and demand for families of young children with and without disabilities; (3) program quality; and (4) practitioner directed inquiry.  A series of five studies are proposed for the three year funding period.  These studies are designed to contribute to the knowledge base about child care services in rural areas as well as practices specific to families of young children with disabilities. 

Major Research Questions

· What is the capacity of Montana’s existing child care service system to meet the needs of young children with disabilities?

· To what extent are Montana families with young children, including those with disabilities, able to obtain the type of child care services that they want and need?

· What is the quality of service provided to young children, including those with disabilities, in child care programs in Montana?

· What approaches to improving child care are identified and implemented by a collaborative group of policymakers and practitioners involved in the delivery of child care services to young children with and without disabilities?

Research and Evaluation Design

Montana child care providers and parents of young children will be asked to respond to questions about child care in their communities.  Study participants include licensed/registered child care programs, parents of young children with and without disabilities, early intervention programs, and school districts.  Mail and qualitative survey methodology are being used.

Selected Publications and Finding
First year studies in progress.
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